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Downed power line safety tips
Power lines are something that are a part of everyday life. When you look up, they are there and likely they have been providing essential electricity for you your entire life. However, if you look down and see a power line — then there’s a problem. Here are five critical steps to keep you and your loved ones safe if you come across a downed power line.
Always assume. Always act in a way that a downed power line is live and dangerous. The line can still be energized even if you don’t see arcing, sparks, smoke or hear a buzzing like sound. 
Maintain distance. Keep at least 35 feet in between you and the line. You need to be even farther away if conditions around you are wet. Make sure others in your household are following these guidelines as well.
Don’t attempt. If you are in a car when you encounter a downed power line, do not attempt to drive over it. Do not try to move the line with another object like a broomstick or tree branch either. Even materials that are typically nonconductive can conduct electricity if they are slightly wet.
Call 911. If severe weather causes power lines to fall on your property or nearby, call 911. As soon as [INSERT CO-OP NAME] is notified, we will take immediate action to de-energize the line. Until then though, keep others, including pets, as far away as possible.
Be aware. Other nearby items like trees, cars, fences or even basketball hoops can become energized due to contact with a downed power line. Meaning they could pose a threat to your safety. Keep a good amount of space in between you and these items to reduce your risk of electrical shock.
As always, if you have any questions or concerns about any power lines, please give [INSERT CO-OP NAME] a call at [INSERT PHONE NUMBER].
