Amber Weaver
December CommKit – Efficiency

For Less Than a Dollar
The holidays are a time filled with iconic movies. “A Year Without Santa Claus,” “It’s a Wonderful Life” and “Home Alone” may be among the movies your family plans to watch this year, even though you can likely quote the entire film. Aside from the classic “Merry Christmas Ya Filthy Animal” line, ne aspect of “Home Alone” always stands out each year: the shopping list. 
In the movie, eight-year-old Kevin, played by Macaulay Culkin, is left at home on accident while his family travels to Paris for Christmas. Kevin successfully defends his Chicago home from a comical pair of burglars. While alone though, he makes a trip to a local grocery store, and his total comes out to less than $20 with the use of a $1 coupon.
For a total of $19.83 Kevin purchased 10 items:
· Milk
· Orange juice
· Bread
· Microwavable macaroni and cheese
· Microwavable turkey dinner
· Laundry detergent
· Toilet paper
· Dryer sheets
· Plastic wrap
· Plastic army figurines
Nowadays, that same shopping list, according to a Walmart in Tennessee, would cost more than double (and that’s with picking the cheapest options): 
· Milk: $2.24
· Orange juice: $3.98
· Bread: $2.92
· Microwavable macaroni and cheese: $2.98
· Microwavable turkey dinner: $3.74
· Laundry detergent: $12.97
· Toilet paper (nine rolls): $6.36
· Dryer sheets: $1.97
· Plastic wrap: $3.68
· Plastic army figurines: $2.33
The dollar off coupon, while it would help, wouldn’t cover a single item. There is something that you use every single day, though, that the coupon would cover. In fact, in Tennessee it’s less than 15 cents. The average residential electricity rate in Tennessee is 12.9 cents per kilowatt-hour, that’s 20% below the national average of 16.2 cents. Each year, low rates save Tennessee co-op members $574 million based on 2023’s total kWh sales.
According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, the average annual price increase of electricity is less than the average annual price increases of other items you probably use each day, including  gasoline, bread, milk and butter. 
As the price of everyday items go up, [INSERT CO-OP NAME] is focused on keeping the cost of energy low. We are proud to provide safe, reliable and affordable energy for your family this season and every day throughout the year.
