Get serious about safety

Researchers say laughter has a powerful effect on our physical and mental balance. That’s great news since I love a good laugh. But when it comes to the subject of electrical safety, I don’t kid around. I’m serious about safety.
 
I’m the first to tout the many benefits and conveniences electricity provides. Still, this powerful marvel can also be very harmful. What you don’t know or choose to ignore about electrical safety could seriously injure or kill you or someone you love. 

Like all U.S. electric cooperatives, (Co-op) has historically done a good job of making electrical safety education a top priority. But recent statistics reveal it’s not enough. In the last five years, more than 500 serious injuries or fatalities caused by a non-employee’s exposure to electricity has occurred within the cooperative world, reports the Federated Rural Electric Insurance Exchange, insurance provider for many of the nation’s electric cooperatives. 

It might be easy to shrug off that statistic, silently saying it would never happen to anyone associated with our co-op — until the day it does. One preventable accident is one too many, I believe. 

At (Co-op), the lengths we go to keep you, your family and our linemen safe are a point of pride for us and are never taken lightly. Internally, we promote the highest standard of safety through intensive employee safety training, acquiring new equipment and implementing safety-focused procedures. 

High voltage wires and equipment are a constant danger for cooperative line workers, but they can also pose a danger to members. That’s why electric cooperatives are at the forefront of electrical safety equipment development, as well as electrical safety education.

(Co-op) is continuously raising awareness of electrical safety in our communities. (The following should be customized to your local programs.) We may remind you how important it is to call before you dig in the pages of The Tennessee Magazine. Through a video or interactive game, your daughter could learn the dangers of playing near electric distribution equipment. The life of your teenage son might be saved because he saw a live demonstration that teaches him to stay in the car if there’s an accident involving power lines. 

Through a variety of educational programs, we are committed to making every day a safe one for our members and their families, employees and the general public. May is National Electrical Safety Month, a good time to set a personal goal to seek out education that can prevent electrical accidents whenever you are at work or play.
Sure there are dangers out there everywhere, and every day. But some of those can be prevented with a little education. You owe it to those you love to get serious about safety.
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Sidebar
(Suggested image and local caption: school safety demonstration conducted by a co-op employee)
Put safety on the agenda
At (Co-op), we believe that in a culture of safety, information is a powerful tool. We offer electrical safety education programs for schools, organizations and civic groups within the cooperative's service territory. Contact (name) at (contact information) to book a live demonstration or other program appropriate to your group’s interests. 
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